EMPIRES AND REPUBLICS

China:  Philosophical Ideas and the First Emperor
(500 – 200 B.C.E.)
TERMS TO KNOW

The Period of the Warring States

Zhou Dynasty

The Period of the Warring States (475/403 – 221 B.C.E.) 

Sun Tzu

The Art of War

The Three Schools of Thought

Confucianism

Kong Fuzi (551 – 479 B.C.E.)

The Analects
Confucian Education

Junzi

Ren

Li

Xiao
Mencius (372 – 289 B.C.E.)

Xunzi (298 – 238 B.C.E.)

Daoism

Laozi (6th Century B.C.E.) – Old Master

Dao

Daodejing (Classic of the Way and of Virtue)

Wuwei

Yin yang
Zhuangzi (369 – 286 B.C.E.) –Zhuangzi
Laozi’s departure

Legalism – Legalist doctrine

Shang Yang (ca. 390 – 338 B.C.E.)

Qin state

The Book of Lord Shang
Han Feizi (ca. 280 – 233 B.C.E.)

Qin Dynasty

Qin Dynasty (221 – 206 B.C.E.)

The First Emperor – Qin Shihuangdi (221 – 210 B.C.E.)

Book burnings

The Great Wall of China

Terra cotta soldiers

Uses of Legalism?

Uses of Confucianism?
SIGNIFICANT QUESTIONS TO ADDRESS 
(hint, hint, nudge, nudge…!)

1. Discuss the pros and cons of Confucianism, Daoism, and Legalism.  Which philosophy is best for establishing and retaining social order?  Why?  Use specific examples from China as well as from other ancient/classical civilizations to support your reasoning.
2. Using examples from our studies on China and other cultures, was Qin Shi Huangdi a successful emperor?  Why or why not? Make sure to consider social, political, religious, economic, and educational issues.

3. How does the First Emperor of China relate to any other emperors we’ve studied from Egypt, Mesopotamia, or Greece?  If so, in what ways and which emperors?  Choose one other emperor or empire to compare to Qin Shi Huangdi and develop three reasons as to how they compare.  Make sure to consider social, political, religious, economic, and educational issues.

4. Which Chinese philosophy from the Period of the Warring States relates most to the philosophy of classical Athens?  Why?  How?  Use specific examples from both China and Greece to support your reasoning, considering social, political, religious, economic, and educational issues.
